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ph. Visualart

he Verdi Theatre, founded as “Teatro
Nuovo”, is one of the oldest running
opera houses. It was constructed between
1798 and 1801 by architects Gian Antonio
Selva (who built the
Fenice in Venice)
and Matteo Pertsch.
The structure of the
building resembles
that of “La Scala”
in Milan, which was designed by architect
Piermarini, who was also consulted for the
internal layout.
The inauguration took place on April 21,
1801, with Ginevra di Scozia by Simone
Mayr.
Refurbishment and restoration work was
carried out several times over the years,
in 1819, 1834, 1848, 1881/84, when the
original seating capacity of 1,400 was increased to 2,000; gas lighting was replaced
by electricity in 1889. In more recent times
a radical restoration, including structural
consolidation and the renovation of technical facilities in order to comply with current
safety standards, took place between 1992
and 1997.
The opera house – which has a Ridotto, or
foyer, with a former capacity of 700 – was
dedicated to Giuseppe Verdi by an extraordinary meeting of the City Council, just a few
hours after the death of the great composer
on January 27, 1901.
Transformed into a private law foundation
in 1999, it is currently administered by the
Fondazione Teatro Lirico “Giuseppe Verdi”
as the most important venue, increasingly
being identified with the life of the city.
The opera house has in fact been the focal
point of the civil and cultural life of Trieste
during its two-century history. The theatre has been the symbol of Trieste’s Italian
cultural identity, spreading the knowledge

of Italian musical culture in neighbouring
German and Slavic-speaking regions, whilst
at the same time interpreting the city’s
cosmopolitism by spotlighting the works
of Mittel European composers. Rossini was
premiered in Trieste with L’Italiana in Algeri
(1816), Donizetti with L’Ajo nell’imbarazzo
(1826) and Bellini with Il Pirata (1831),
Auber with La Muta di Portici (1832) and
Thomas with Mignon (1870). Verdi debuted
with Nabucco (January 11, 1843), followed
by the others, most of which staged soon
after the premiere; two works were, in fact,
composed by Verdi for the “Nuovo”: Il Corsaro (October 25, 1848) and Stiffelio, starring the singer Giuseppina Strepponi, that
the Master personally conducted (November
16, 1850).
Alongside the opera and ballet season, the
Verdi Theatre program also includes a vast
range of symphonic and chamber music
concerts as well as Operetta. The Orchestra
and the Choir have been on several tours:
Spoleto (Festival dei Due Mondi), Wiesbaden, Paris, Ljubljana, Zagreb, Budapest,
Tokyo, Osaka, Seoul, Yeosu, Paphos, Muscat.
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